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Sir Walter Bagehot

¢ “Hay una gran dificultad para un escritor
que trata de plasmar una Constitucion viva
(viviente).... Un escritor/constitucionalista
contemporaneo gue trata de plasmar lo que
pasa ante €l se siente confuso y perplejo”

* Prologo a la segunda edicion de English
Constitution

27/10/2017
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NORMALIDAD, LA PRACTICA

Primero: 8 March 1973: Northern Ireland -
Northern Ireland sovereignty referendum on
whether Northern Ireland should remain part of
the United Kingdom or join the Republic of
Ireland (yes to remaining part of the UK)

Segundo: 5 June 1975:. UK — Membership of the
European Community referendum on whether the
UK should stay in the European Community (yes)

27/10/2017
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Tercero: 1 March 1979: Scotland - Scottish
devolution referendum on whether there should be a
Scottish Assembly (40 per cent of the electorate had
to vote yes in the referendum, although a small
majority voted yes this was short of the 40 per cent
threshold required to enact devolution)

Cuarto: 1 March 1979: Wales — Welsh devolution
referendum on whether there should be a Welsh
Assembly (no)

Quinto: 11 September 1997: Scotland — Scottish
devolution referenda on whether there should be a
Scottish Parliament and whether the Scottish
Parliament should have tax varying powers (both
referendums received a yes vote)
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» Sexto: 18 September 1997. Wales — Welsh
devolution referendum on whether there should be a
National Assembly for Wales (yes)

» Septimo: 7 May 1998:. London — Greater London
Authority referendum on whether there should be a
Mayor of London and Greater London Authority (yes)

» Octavo: 22 May 1998: Northern Ireland — Northern
Ireland Belfast Agreement referendum on the Good
Friday Agreement (yes)

27/10/2017 3)
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Noveno: 3 March 2011: Wales - Welsh devolution

referendum on whether the National Assembly for
Wales should gain the power to legislate on a wider
range of matters (yes)

waaniesDE@cimo: 5 May 2011: UK — referendum on whether to
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change the voting system for electing MPs to the
House of Commons from first past the post to the
alternative vote (no, first past the post will continue
to be used t.o elect MPs to the House of
Commons)

27/10/2017
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¢ Undecimo: 18 September 2014: Scotland -
referendum on whether Scotland should become an
Independent country (no, the electorate voted 55 per
cent to 45 per cent in favour of Scotland remaining
within the UK.

¢ Duodécimo: 23 de junio de 2016: UK Should the
United Kingdom remain a member of the European
Union or leave the European Union?

27/10/2017
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LECTURA DESDE LA
PRACTICA

¢+ La tematica es recurrente. Podemos sostener que
hay problemas endémicos en el constitucionalismo
britAnico que se han sometido a referéndum. A nivel
territorial, Irlanda del Norte, Escocia y Gales. A nivel
estatal: la permanencia en la UE y el sistema
electoral.

¢+ El desequilibrio entre politica y Constitucion. El
papel de la discrecionalidad politica y el velo de la
participacion popular sobre las disputas partidistas y
el protagonismo de las élites.

27/10/2017
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NORMATIVIDAD

+ LEGISLACION  PUNTUAL: En  1975:
Referendum Act, 1975 (cc 33).

+ LEGISLACION GENERAL: Political parties,
Elections and Referendum Act 2000 (PPERA).

¢+ PREVISIONES FRAGMENTADAS:La
Northern Ireland Act, de 1998; Government of
Wales Act, 2006, Commission on the
consequences of devolution for the House of
Commons; European Union ACt, 2011

27/10/2017
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Table 5: Reported spending against the EU referendum spending limits

shabi e reqistered campaianers®’
sl ir mv:-\qﬁ
e e e

o “mu Campaigner*® Limit Amount spent | % of limit
;ﬁgﬂ’g "The In Campaign Ltd £7,000,000 £6,767,584 97%
m mVDtE Leave Lid £7,000,000 £6,747 466 96%
'Labour Party £5,500,000 £4,859,243 88%
v b {UK Independence Party £4,000,000 £1,354,393 34%
; 'h}.{,leeral Democrats £3.000,000 £2.223 901 74%
e Democratic Unionist Party | £700,000 £425,622 61%
| @mGreen Party £700,000 £48 815 7%
w&'gljlald Cymru £700,000 £27,495 4%
‘:m“Scnttlsh National Party £700,000 £90,830 13%
s Combined totals of 58 ﬁther £40.600.000 | £10.101.809 259,
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dos grandes objetivos que toda
Constitucion debe perseqguir para tener éxito,
fines que toda Constitucion longeva vy
referenciada debi6 de tener con toda
seguridad: toda constitucion debe, en primer
lugar, ganar autoridad, y, en segundo lugar,
usar esa autoridad; necesita primero, la
lealtad y la confianza de los gobernados, y
luego sacar partido de ese respeto
reverencial en la accion de gobierno.”

¢+ Bagehot, Cap. The cabinet, p. 61.
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