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ERRIN 4Ps 

ERRIN is a Brussels-based platform of regions strengthening 
regional research and innovation capacities by exchanging 
information, sharing best practice and supporting the 4 Ps. 

Partnership Building 
 
Project Development 

. 
Profile Raising 
. 
Policy Shaping 
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Profile Event 
ERRIN HORIZON 2020 Project Development Week 

When? 20th – 24th November 

What? Project Development Workshops 

- Open to every type of stakeholder  
- Develop projects in all societal challenge WP  
- From project idea  consortium 

350 participants 
registered 



Future of Europe – White Paper 
March 2017 

 How Europe will change in the next decade, from 
the impact of new technologies on society and jobs, 
to doubts about globalisation, security concerns and 
the rise of populism.  

 It spells out the choice we face: being swept along 
by those trends, or embracing them and seizing the 
new opportunities they bring… 

 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/white-paper-future-europe/white-paper-
future-europe-drivers-europes-future_en  
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Key issues from White Paper 

New 
technologies: the 
impact of increased 
use of technology 
and automation on 
the job market and 
industry 
 

Climate change: 
the need to bring 
innovative 
environmental 
solutions to market, 
at home and 
abroad 
 

Migration: 
protecting our 
borders while 
preserving the right 
to free movement 
within Europe 
 

Security threats: 
the build-up of 
troops at our 
eastern borders, 
war and terrorism 
in the Middle East 
and Africa 
 

Europe's 
changing place in 
an evolving 
world: shrinking 
population and 
waning economic 
power 
 

Legacy of the 
economic crisis: 
long-term 
unemployment, 
especially among 
young people, and 
high public and 
private debt 
 

Ageing 
population: the 
need to modernise 
our social welfare 
systems 
 

Rise of populist 
and nationalist 
rhetoric: the need 
to restore people's 
trust, deliver 
according to 
expectations and 
build consensus 
between Member 
States 
 



Social dimension concerns 

 The end of convergence 

– Capital city syndrome 

– Employment rates differ 

– Youth unemployment 

– Social welfare rates 

– Almost 25% of the EU-27 population is estimated to be at 
risk of poverty or social exclusion.  

 Skills mismatch 

– It is worrying that across Europe, around 25% of the adult 
population struggles with reading & writing or poor 
numeracy; 50% lack adequate digital skills and increasingly 
poor performance in basic skills among the young.  

 



Globalisation 



Globalisation - downsides 
 Globalisation and technological change has increased 

demand for skilled labour but reduced the number of jobs 
for those with a lower level of qualifications… 

 Legal immigration has generally boosted the economies of 
receiving countries and can provide the EU with the skills 
needed to address labour market shortages but where local 
infrastructure and integration efforts have not kept pace with 
the, this can lead to social tensions in communities. 
increased scale of migration 

 Widening inequalities and social polarisation.  

 Real incomes of middle-class households in the EU 
stagnating and increased inequality 



Regional diversity 



 
Globalisation: ways forward 

 While the benefits of globalisation are widely spread, the costs are often 
localised. Fundamental economic transformation happens at the local 
level, where industry and people interact. We therefore need to target 
regional and local investment needs, skills gaps and regulatory obstacles 
to ensure that all regions can benefit from the internal market and 
better prepare themselves for the challenges of globalisation. 

 ESIF together with the national contributions, provide €67.6 billion to 
support regions with smart specialisation strategies that build on their 
strengths, help them move up on value chains, stimulate the private 
sector and target investments on key priorities and challenges while 
preventing brain drain and rural flight. In many cases, this transition does 
not need to mean disruptive and high-tech transformation, but rather 
more incremental innovation ensuring a future for more traditional 
industries too. 



EU Budget and added value 

1 euro spent at EU level must have greater value than 1 euro spent at national level 



Future EU Budget 

1. Reducing economic and social divergences 
between and within Member States is crucial for 
a Union that aims for a highly competitive social 
market economy aiming at full employment and 
social progress.  

 The overarching priority would be to invest in 
people, from education and training, to 
health, equality and social inclusion 



Future EU Budget (4) 

 Reforming Cohesion Policy 

– More flexible to face new challenges 

– Faster implementation 

– Improve administration of funds  

– National co-financing should be increased 

– Single instruments and single rule book 

• Synergies between H2020 and Structural Funds 

– New criteria…??? 

• Demographics, unemployment, social inclusion and 
migration, innovation and climate change 

 



EU funding 



Cohesion Policy 

We can neither understand nor address the 
divides and fears that cut across our societies, 
if we do not take into account their regional 
and local dimensions. 

 Cohesion policy should focus on fewer policy 
areas and have a smaller set of policy-
oriented, integrated goals, rather than to 
sectorial goals. 

 Speech by Commissioner Crețu, Brussels, 10 October 2017 



Future role of Cohesion Policy 

Key 
priorities 

2014-2020 

More 
emphasis 
2020+ ?  

Technology 
pact 

Social pact? 

Environment  
pact? 

Transfer to CEF?  

Transfer to FP9 



Research and Innovation – 
territorial impact needs synergies 

Cohesion 
Policy 

& 
National 
Funding  

Smart 
Specialisation 

FP9 

Awareness of the territorial  
dimension:  
• Research infrastructure 
• Capacity building 
• Skills 

Synergies: 
• Seal of 

excellence 

Building critical mass: 
• Quadruple helix 
• Concentration 

Regional Research & 
Innovation Ecosystem 



Smart specialisation: three 
dimensions 

Growth 
and jobs 

Territorial 
development 

Societal 
challenge  

What roles 

for regions? 

 
Implementatio

n, impact… 

Economic approach 
 
Entrepreneurial  
Discovery Process 
SMEs 
Clusters 
See Dominique Foray 

University 
dimension 
Solving grand 
challenges 

‘Captured by 
universities?’ 

Territorial strategies 
Smart Cities… 

 

Citizen 
engagement? 



Widening role of S3? 

Regional Strategy 
based on 

competitive 
advantage 

External 
comparisons and 

seeking global 
value chains 

‘Dynamic 
positioning’ 



Pilot projects (2017) 

 Pilot actions for 5-10 thematic networks 

 Scale up interregional innovation projects 

 Industry 4.0 

– bioeconomy, big data, low carbon, mobility, health, cyber-
security, water… 

 Build on clusters/KICs 

 Bankable projects 

 EFSI  



 Pilot action on industrial transition 

 DG REGIO seeks expressions of interest from national or regional 
authorities, at the appropriate geographical level and at least at NUTS 
level 2, willing to work on the basis of their respective smart 
specialisation strategies in order to promote broad-based innovation to 
address the challenges of the industrial transition. 

 The selected test regions will benefit from: 

– Technical assistance through a dedicated facility to develop/redesign a 
comprehensive strategy for regional economic transformation 

– Advisory services will be offered of up to a value 200 000 Euro for each of 
selected regions from the European Regional Development Fund to support, 
on the basis of their respective smart specialisation strategies, the 
development of a comprehensive strategy for regional or, for small member 
states, national economic transformation. 

 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/tender/pdf/expressio
n/industrial_transition_pilot_en.pdf  
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Pilot 
interregional innovation projects  

 The pilot action should build on the work 
already undertaken under the Thematic 
Smart Specialisation Platforms 

 Under this Call, DG REGIO seeks 
expressions of interest from transnational 
partnerships of regional authorities, 
which include regional stakeholders 
willing to pilot interregional innovation 
partnerships to facilitate  
commercialisation and scale-up of 
interregional innovation projects  

 Shortlist of 5-10 expressions of interest. 
DG REGIO has allocated a total budget of 
EUR 1 million to provide technical 
assistance directly to the partnerships. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_poli
cy/sources/tender/pdf/expression
/interregional_partnership_en.pdf  
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FP9 

Excellence Innovation Mission 

Spreading excellence (widening)  



LAB-FAB-APP – future FP9 

1. Prioritise research and innovation in EU and national budgets 

2. Build a true innovation policy that creates future markets 

3. Educate for the future and invest in people who will make the change 

4. Design the EU R&I programme for greater impact 

5. Adopt a mission-oriented impact-focussed approach to address global 
challenges 

6. Rationalise the EU funding landscape and achieve synergy with 
structural funds 

7.   Simplify further 

8. Mobilise and involve citizens  

9.   Better align EU and national R&I investment 

10. Make international R&I cooperation a trademark of EU research and 
innovation 

11.  Better capture and communicate impacts 

 



Smart specialisation (RIS3) 

 Communication July 2017 

 120 regions/member states with RIS3  

 €40 billion invested to support priorities 

 Key challenges 

– Reform R&I systems at regional level 

– Increase cooperation in innovation across 
regions 

– Leverage research in less developed and 
industrial regions 

– Harness synergies 



Skills 

 EU Skills agenda 2016 

 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223 

 Higher Education 2017 

– Mismatch of skills 
• New curricula design/ work-based learning 

– Growing social divisions 
• Role of ‘civic universities’ 

– Innovation gap 
• HEIs involved in smart specialisation 

– Incentive/reward schemes not fit for purpose 
• Reward good teaching 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223


Industrial Policy 1 
 A comprehensive package to reinforce our industry's 

cybersecurity. It includes the creation of a European 
Cybersecurity Research and Competence Centre  

 A proposal for a Regulation on the free flow of non-personal 
data. 

 A new series of actions on Circular Economy, including a 
strategy on plastics and measures to improve the production 
of renewable biological resources and their conversion into 
bio-based products and bio-energy (autumn 2017). 

 A set of initiatives to modernise the Intellectual Property 
Framework… 

 



Industrial Policy 2 
 An initiative to improve the functioning of public 

procurement in the EU… 

 Extension of the Skills Agenda to new key industry sectors, 
such as construction, steel, paper, green technologies and 
renewable energies, manufacturing and maritime shipping  

 A strategy on sustainable finance to better orient private 
capital flows to more sustainable investments (early 2018). 

 Initiatives for a balanced and progressive trade policy and a 
European framework for the screening of foreign direct 
investments  

 A revised list of critical raw materials w 

 New proposals for clean, competitive and connected mobility 



Partnership approach 
Investment 
envoys in MS 

Pilot support 
actions for crisis 
regions 

Interregional 
collaboration 

along industrial 
value chains 

Industry day 



Developing synergies- some ideas 

Art 70 expanded  
with bonus incentive 

• New ideas: 
Territorial 

connections – 
joining ecosystems 

together  
• Open/flexible 

• Opportunity driven 
• Replicable 

 
 

Research & innovation Cohesion policy 
 • Excellence 

• Mission 
• EIC 

(innovation/ 
industry) 

• Spreading 
excellence 

• Capacity 
• Infrastructure 
• Accessibility 
• Smart specialisation 
• Skills (ESF)  

• Digital 
Innovation 
Hubs 

• Science Parkes 

 
• Transnational 

collaboration 
• Interreg Europe 
• Cross-border 
• S3 Platforms 
• Clusters 

 

€ 

New funding 
streams 

Simplified admin – single audits, 
simplify state-aid,…etc. 



Urban agenda topics 
Sustainable land 
use 
 
Bologna 

Public 
procurement 
 
Haarlem (NL) 

Energy Transition 
 
Gdańsk (PL) 
 London 
Roeselare (BE)  
 

Air quality 
 
The Netherlands 
Action Plan ready 

Climate 
adaptation 
 
Genoa 
 

Urban Mobility 
 
Karlsruhe 

Digital Transition 
 
Oulu (FI)  
Sofia (BG) 

Housing 
 
Vienna 
Action Plan ready 
 
 

Circular Economy 
 
Oslo 

Jobs and skills… 
 
Jelgava (LV) 
Rotterdam (NL) 

Urban poverty 
 
Belgium 
France 
Action Plan ready 
 

Inclusion of 
migrants 
 
Amsterdam  
Action Plan ready 



EIP Smart Cities 

• Business Models, Finance and Procurement 
• Citizen Focus 
• Integrated Infrastructures & Processes 

(including Open Data) 
• Policy & Regulations / Integrated Planning 
• Sustainable Districts and Built Environment 
• Sustainable Urban Mobility 



Urban Innovative Actions 
 next topics 2017/2018 



Some Lighthouse Projects 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 http://www.sharingcities.eu/sharingcities/news/Nine-SCC-lighthouse-
projects-sign-Cooperation-Manifesto-WSWE-AKWJP7  
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Capital of Innovation  



Winner 2018 Paris 



Digital Cities Challenge 

Commission's Digital Cities Challenge 

Make your city more liveable, more 
productive, and more innovative 

 Join the European Commission challenge to 
transform your city with free policy advice 
and coaching from high-level European 
experts, in your local language. 

 http://digitallytransformyourregion.eu/dcc/  

 

http://digitallytransformyourregion.eu/dcc/
http://digitallytransformyourregion.eu/dcc/
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